
What  SOLN Can Of fer. 
 

SOLN provides opportunities for the 
local community to undertake and 
learn about indigenous vegetation 
restoration initiatives and on ground 
works to solve land degradation 
issues. Funding is provided to 
landholders on a partnership basis. 
We also can provide advice on 
property management and planning. �

Southern Otway Landcare 
Network (SOLN) 

Protect ing the coastal  
catchments of  the Southern 

Otway Region.�

Our  Network ’s  boundar ies  
 

�

 

Our Contact Details 
Landcare Resource Centre (Office): 
69 – 71 Nelson Street  
Apollo Bay 3233 
Phone:  (03) 5237 6904 Fax: (03) 5237 6734 

Landcare Resource 
Centre 

Biodiversity 
 

 The Southern Otway Landcare Network 
vegetation restoration initiatives improve habitat 
for some of our most important and unique 
Australian animals.  
  
SOLN’s Landcare projects 
provide connections within 
the landscape... corridors 
that promote biodiversity. 
These corridors promote 
genetic diversity in our 
indigenous flora and fauna, 
protecting and creating habitat for their survival.  

 
Indigenous 
vegetation corridors 
also reduce the 
stress on whole 
ecosystems. 
Corridors protect 

our remnant vegetation from becoming 
genetically isolated, 
which results in 
species decline. We 
can make a positive 
contribution to local 
wildlife habitat. 

Examples of Projects 
 

 
The Southern Otway 
Region is susceptible to 
landslips. The loss of 
forest cover has had a 
destabilising effect on 
soil. The top left is a 
landslip prior to Land-
care works and below 
this is the same area a 
few years later. The 
presence of vegetation 
will introduce root sys-
tems to help bind the 
soil and reduce water in 
the soil profile reducing 
the risk of landslips  
 

Direct seeding is chal-
lenging due to the steep 
terrain. However, it is 
much cheaper (10 - 
20% less than planting 
tubestock), and re-
quires minimal labour. 
Using a mouldboard 
plough the pasture is 
turned over (see photo 
top right). The seed is 
then mixed and com-
bined with sand, spread 
by hand in the ploughed 
area and then rolled 
(see photo below).  Di-
rect seeding creates 
higher plant density 
after germination pro-
viding better shelter to 
new seedlings and reduces weeds through in-
creased competition. The plants are healthier and 
have deeper root systems because they are not 
transplanted. This enables plants to be more toler-
ant of stressful conditions. 

The Southern 
Otway Landcare 
Network 



SOLN is the umbrella organisation for the activities of four Landcare groups.  
SOLN operates with a 12 member Committee of Management (3 representatives 
from each Landcare Group) which meets monthly. In addition, there are three working 
committees (containing one member from each of the four Landcare groups). These 
include: 
Projects and Funding Committee – which meets monthly and undertakes the techni-
cal assessment of projects and project applications. 
Human Resource Committee – which meets monthly undertaking all aspects of hu-
man resource management. 
Strategic Planning Committee – which meets twice annually to assess future direc-
tion.�

The Structure of the Southern Otway Landcare Network (SOLN).�

Wongarra Landcare Group 

Encompasses the Smythes Creek catch-
ment with the Group’s Eastern boundary 
being close to Grey River and the West-
ern boundary being close to Von Mueller  
Creek. 
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Apollo Bay Landcare Group 
Encompasses the Wild Dog Creek catch-
ment with it’s Eastern boundary being the 
urban fringe of Apollo Bay and it’s West-
ern boundary being Skeen’s Creek.  

Hordern Vale Glenaire  

Landcare Group. 
Encompasses the Aire River catchment 
with it’s Eastern boundary being Cape 
Otway and it’s Western boundary being 
Johanna. 

Otway Barham Catchment  
Landcare Group. 

Encompasses the Barham River catch-
ment with it’s Eastern boundary being 
Tuxion Rd and the Western boundary 
being the Great Otway National Park.  

Otway Barham
Catchment
Landcare Group

Proud sponsors of the Southern Otway Landcare Network 
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