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Great Ocean Road Visitors Urged to Take Care over the Long Weekend. 
Long weekend visitors along the Great Ocean Road are being urged to consider their safety when visiting sections of the Great Otway National Park and Otway Forest Park recently burnt as a part of the Otway Fire District Planned Burn Program. 

The planned autumn burn program commenced this week due to favorable weather and ground conditions. 
Andrew Morrow, DSE Otway Fire District Manager said planned burning has been completed at Kennett River and Wye River, and west of Lorne this week. 
“These burns are primarily for town protection and aim to reduce the bushfire risk to our coastal towns” he said.  “Our activities have progressed really well due to the favourable conditions and excellent work undertaken by our teams in the forests.” 
Mr. Morrow went on to say, “Over the long weekend many visitors come into the area to enjoy the parks and scenery the area is famous for and while most areas are open it is important that visitors remain aware of potential hazards and stay out of closed areas.” 
“Smoke may to be present in the area over the weekend and has the potential to reduce visibility for motorists, including along the Great Ocean Road. Drivers are asked to be particularly careful when travelling through smoke affected areas“, he said.  

“Within burnt areas falling trees are a real hazard and these areas should be avoided by walkers, bike riders, and other forest users”, he also said.  

“Visitors should also be aware of the presence of fire vehicles on roads and tracks, observe traffic management signage, and avoid burnt areas.”    

The Sheoak Picnic Ground, Sharps Camping Area, and walking tracks in the area will be closed over the Labour Day long weekend as firefighters complete blacking out activities associated with the Sharps Track burn to ensure the area is safe for visitors.  The Allenvale camping area will remain open. 

Recreational park users, tourists and visitors to the area, and others wishing to access the parks, are advised to check ahead to find out which areas are affected by planned burning activities and to consider alternate areas for their activities.  Call Parks Victoria on 13 1963 to obtain the latest advice on the sections of parks that are closed. 

For information on fires or planned burns in Victoria and general fire safety, please contact the Victorian Bushfire Information Line on freecall 1800 240 667. Callers who are deaf, hard of hearing, or have a speech/communication impairment may call textphone/telewriter (TTY) on 1800 122 969.

Information is also available at www.dse.vic.gov.au/fires and for information about fire restrictions, fire bans and fires on private land at www.cfa.vic.gov.au 
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